
IN THE SHOWDOWN

Afttr Mr. Blaisdell Ilad Exerted
Ills Great Skill In

the Deal.

fjrEHTS IX A POKER GAME

jirprise Even the Coterie of
' skilled Players in Arkan-i- .

sns City.

Tr.w hfp o' thing 'pears to been
....lnoked when 'pinions was made

..lfare o' tlio human race," Raid old mail
--.miIaw la n critical tone

V!l , t , .
His heArers iookwi ai niia nun more

Interest, knowing that they were
i to hear further from him, but with
erlnclng any fi nesire lor it.

The old man's mood, critical aa it
.wined, was apparently discriminating
ftierthan pessimistic, for he added after
tibcrt pause: "There's a pow'ful heap o'
tfcfcgs, n oo'ee. what "peared to boen
Hi senalble enough, an' some on 'em
b.ondouhtedty fo' the bot. but there's
tome what's plumb foolish.

'The way things 'peurs to teen or- -
4lned o'ncernln' property rights, fo'
uraple. is a rirlgnt an- - eninuv exninition
' stupidity. Take a man what s done

been bring up onto tno iat o tno land.
Ttu like he ain't ntten ro- - notnnv out
rrosperlty. If he was bo'n aio' the war,
no' 'n likely his pa done owned niggers

land. 0' oo'so the land wouldn't
s worth nothin' usouion xuero was
signers to work it, an' (similar, the niggers
va'n t wuth a hriiova lot tno men mere
via land fo' 'em to work, so Providence
ta:t generally ven to it how them what
hid land had nisgers, an' Tidl Tlcl, as
tie Good Book nays. Them times "peared
lue thing!" was oraerexi ioiuuiu nign
about right."

I done heer d c nsid able bout them
h times afo' now," said Jake Winter-botto-

who had inado a reputation for
hfctwlf in the Houthern army, "an' 'pears
Hke there's a heap o' things what's mo'
profitable like fo' discussion. Tnko the
trice o' cotton now, or the best way fo'
to train a bird dog. 'Pears liko there'd
be wine sense alrin' yo' views onto some
luch Bubjeo's as tliem. Hut them old

h matters And he Interrupted
tlsuflf to blto a large mouthful out of a
p!:e of plug tobacco.

roe othepj in tno room soemea to 1001c

ipoo this as something In the nature of a
rebuke, and they looked curiously at old
nan Greenlaw to see how he would take

but he was wholly unmoved.
There's a mighty sensible remark

urne'erc- - into the Good Book," he ob- -
with crushing sarcasm, "what

tlrs how if a man is got earn he'd oughtcr
let listen when there s wisdom spoke.

u mm lar now no en iook on n ne a got
tjtj, but th' ain't no rof 'rence mado to
nothin' that nobody o'n do p'vidin' he
hain't got the boss sense fo' to under--
r.ar.d nothin' he hears."

His friends looked at him and at one
Mother aa if gravely concerned. No one
ipoks for a moment or two, and as if
wholly satisfied witli the impression he
teKjved he had made, the old man drew u
lilt,: from hia vest pocket and examined
t critically. Finding it satisfactory In
ippearance he bit a generous mouthful
I one end of it and proceeded to eat

that while be hunted for a match.
Btforo he found one, Bain Pearsall

uld mournfully, "I reckon there can't
m notnin am to ui oia man no mo .

I dra heer'd a doctor say, oncet, how
t:ir wa'n't no hope a'ter they done begin
to' to dribble tbataway. I.ikoly ho'll
i'.jt keep on gettin worse an' worse
K'J the end."

Taln't likely," said Jim Blaisdell. "He
don't btind no chance o' gettin' no worse'n
U is now. Question is whether he'll ever

t any better."
"Th' ain't no hope o' that," said Joe

Bis-et- t, gloomily. "What we una is got
to do is to muke him 'a comf 'able '9 we
ran while he lasts. There mustn't nobody
ictt ddict him, nor nothin',

'Ob, I don't know," said Mr. Owen
Pepper, "I done seen o'nsld'able good

"'s did with a toiler in the vl'Iont ward
up to the bughouso t'other day. They
tid hiin und put u cold cormpresa onto
tk lack of his had."

I rotn tho force of habit the old man
ttmd for his bungstarter when Mr.
Pepper f poke, and he did not seem to catch
th drift of the suggestion, but his friends
listened to It with approval.

"We might try it." said Bafisett. "Sam,
gat a rope, I'll hold him If he struggles."
Ami he nude as If to Bolze the old man In
fcu arnw, whllo Pearsall started for the
door and the others arose to help Bassett.

Sun-- I back!" shouted the old man,
udenly divining their Intention. "If

Here's vt lent hands laid onto me I'll
spatter their brains all over the room."

n'l from the vicious force with which
a swung !,U trusty weapon aloft -- there
was no doubt of tho sincerity of the threat,

"Mebbe we uns 'd lietter let the disease
Ule its nachul co'ae." said Bassett, falling
oacK. "i reckon he won't aet no worse
'nhe is, like yo' all waa Jim.
"'it re pper 'd oughter be throwed out."

worditigly Mr Pepper was thrown
out and by the time tho others in the
party calmed themselves three stran- -
t"rs entered tlie saloon,

(.ommondine themselves to the favor.
atle consideration of the company by the
utterance of the customary formula they
looked around with some ouriositv and
'tr a littlo hesitation one of the three

uns is heen hearln' n'mifd'ahln
I

'tout a gam' o' draw poker what's played
r're waslonal, 'cordin' to what's said.

we as some int'rested fo' to know
mn' t.out. t

'Who KRHtfllln' nt rn')' nM mmr
'ifriaw caut 01m v

win rnt r,ns " uM ty- -
nrM K a trav'l 11' mn nan. n P.nn.i,

r'-i- . uono come outen here some suddint
VVPT a v;p nnmtn' nn .Iia lairu II,.
"H tOlfl (WV'rBl r.111',1ia itStrimm .fmA

n a oilier Is lie gen'Iy o'nsldered re
li'hl- -

"II I don t Ln(,w " .nl.l ninl.oll .Wh
nrawi ami tho Bt rangers looked amazed
um 1IIH nthnrB Imnnn l.,,.l,ln...

ends mo' 'r less on what 'tis he's a- -

Z'z ,
Ir wa'1 tPllin' of y' how

know oomepln' 'r other I reckon
..." llholV 'but wan o'rect. Hut 'f 'twas
".nliln .No rt hate to hWenr to 't. He

,e"'"' the truth at that,"
Mien mere was a one eyed p'fesslonal

'Wed the Mran?pr after lie had pondered
yeialKJoii i tjech for a tlmo without
JJWBiog to arrive at n clear understanding

Ha waa how
"Now took a here," exclaimed Joe Bat

ett with angry emphasis, "if yo una la
any ways int'rested Into that there on
eyed man I reckon I'm the man yo want
to see, I been lookln' fo' him a Ion time
now, an' beln' s I dont 'pear to meet up
with him no mo' I reckon 'most any friend
o' hlsn o'n take his place. If yo' una is
lookln' fo' trouble yo' won't have to look
no further."

He removed his coat white he waa
talking, and there seemed to be no doubt
that he waa willing to "accommodate the
caiiera ir they really were looking for
trouble. They were all rather stalwart In
appearance, however, and they looked at
him In mild surprise, wholly unperturbed,
and old man Greenlaw spoke up hastily:

-- in- ain't no need o' gettln' redheaded,
Joe," he said, "not till the genta Is done
'xphlned thelrselfs some. O' co'ee if they
be friends o' One-Ey- e they'll Just nachully
'xpeot fo' to take the consequents. But
th' ain't nothin' been said o' that sort,
not yet, there hain't."

And tho stranger who had done all th
talking hitherto seemed to be somewhat
amused aa he said coolly: "Yo all 'pear
to be some het up. "'Pears like yo'
'quaintanoes ain't no gre't. One on 'era
aets yo' una when he Is spoke
about, an' t' other one geta yo' peevish
'long o' we una havin' met up with him
on to a boat Mebbe they waa both on
'em tight. They was soma talk tire,"

Mr. Baasett appeared to think further
conversation unnecessary and he ad'
ranoed toward the last speaker with a
plainly hostile Intent, but Jim Blaisdell
Intervened.

"Walt a minute, Joe, he aald In matter
of fact fashion. "I reckon it 'd be some
int'restin' fo' to know what they reely
said. Th' aln t no hurry 'bout this here.

"That's reas'nable," said the stranger
calmly, while Ida two friends, aa placid
aa be In their bearing, listened with in
terest to all that waa aald. but without
showing any impulse toward taking part,

"That's reas'nable. They was
how there was a p'tio'lar brand o' draw
pokor played into the back room here,
what there ain't many experts o'n go up
ag'in it 'thouten .c'nsid'able risk o' losin'
their back teeth.

"Well, there's a game o' poker played
in the hack room oncet In a while," ad
mitted Blaisdell.

"Said it didn't 'pear to make no gre't
diff'renoe," continued the speaker,
"whether a roan bot them teeth onto a
hand or not. Mo'n likely he'd lose 'em
anyway If there was any discussion rose
encemm the game.

"Well, mebbe there mought 'a' been
some sorehead lose hla temper a'ter he
done lone his wad, an' th' ain't no tellln'
what a man's liable to lose a'ter that,"
retorted Bassett, whose temper Bhowed
no sign of improving. "What of it? ho
demanded fiercely.

"N'othln' p'tio'lar, replied the stranger,
still unruffled, 'on'y me an' my pals waa
o'nsld'able int'rested. 'Pears like if
there's a grown man's game goln' on
round where we uns is there mought be
a chanst fo' to 6et In."

"Sho there's a chanst," exclaimed old
man Greenlaw before anybody else could
speak. "There can't no strangers come
to Arkansas City 'thouten entertainment
bein' p'vided fo' 'em if they're lookln'
fo' it."

"We're lookln'," aald the stranger, and
further discussion was felt to be super
fluous. Even Bassett waa willing to hold
his hostility In chest, there being a pros-
pect of pecuniary profit in the game pro-
posed.

The profit If there was to be any seemed
likely to bo considerable, for the tbreo
outsiders displayed wads of a goodly size,
and Blaisdell and Pearsall were loth
obliged to negotiate with old man Green
law tfore buying chips enough to give
them a proper standing in tho game.

Moreover the play was rapid from the
very start, with Heven at tho table it
wan not to lie expected that a deal would
pass without a contest of some sort, and
oa the canla ran well some of these were
exceedingly spirited. Wlnterbottom had
the good fortune to make a full house on
a two card draw on the third deal, when
one of the strangers waa backing an ace
high flush pat with considerable enthusi
asm and the result put even Ilaesett In
good humor.

Tho stranger a pile was sadly depleted.
but ho dug for more money with an air
of unconcern which did him credit, and
Blaisdell, having the next deal, wan en
couraged to put forth his utmost skill.

Tho refill it was almost startling. Of
the seven players tho dealer himself waa
the only one who did not remain in for the
draw, although there were two raises In
the first round and ono in the second. In
tho draw, however, only two men, Pearsall
and one of the atrangeni, took cards, and
neither of them as ho looked at the single
card he took seemed dismayed in the least
by the fact that four pat bands were out
gainst him.

The betting was furioua, but one signifi
cant thing waa plain to the perception of
every one in the game. The throe strangers,
though neither of them would lay down
his cards, would not raiao. It seemed as
If each one had a hand he could not con-
scientiously relinquish but that he had a
wholesome regard for the possibilities
that were out against him. The Arkansas
City players, on the other hand, seemed
each to enjoy the fullest confidence In

his own cards, and each time it came to
them they boosted so energetically that
four men declared themselves 'all In" be-

fore tho pot won closed.
Blaifldell's face was inscrutable always.

but one who might liavo been watching
him when tho six hands were shown
down would have seen a change In his
expression, even if he had been unable
to tell its significance.

It might well have been surprise, for
scattered here anil there among the thirty
cards that were laid on the table face up
were eight aces and seven queens, to say
nothing of an undue proportion of other
face cards.

Hassett's hand was unquestionably the
best that waa shown, for he liad a straight
flush, queen high, but even ho waa un-
prepared for argument when the par-
ticular stranger who did all the talking
oblectod to his taking the pot.

'Looks to mo some like it was a foul
deck," he sold gravely. "We uns ain't
in tho hublt o' playiu' with no suoh a num-
ber of aces in the pack. I reokin I'll
draw down my money," and he proceeded
to do bo. wliilo the others took theirs, no
on venturing to object.

Then he turned to Blaisdell and with
unmistakable sarcasm said: "I done
hoer'd a heap o' talk about yo' dealin',
but I reckon I never heer'd half enough.
Any man what o'n deal a hand like that
I'll take my hat off to him any day in the
W"Woll," said Blaisdell sullenly, "any
man what says I doled them hands the
way they was showed down la a liar.
Thern'n more than me at the table what
knows how to juggle ovorda."

"Mebbe yo' all Is right," returned the
Ktranger. "There ain't nary one on us
a tenderfoot, exactly. We waa reok'nln'
on doin yo' uns up, but judgin' f'na
wliat wo done seen a'ready, I reckon
we mought as well call it square an' quit
now,

At that ht and Us two friends at.
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The Poerbeait. '
W art thea DMnc deal

That aura with Uatleaa era.
Dumb toncua sod hanitac head.

Aa the alow hours go byt
Compared with tboaa who Ma

Wlthtn tha ehurchrard clar.
Theae might rcplr,

"tve are more dead than ther,
"Ne change er choice la ears:

No freedom, rtak or eare:
No atrala ot atrlvtog powara.

To wreatle or to dara.
With naught to hope or faar.

Hipeet. foratend, eoatrtva,
Who enter hers

Hath ceaaed to be tUre."

Por what wen theaa condemned
To leave tha world they ksewt

Why la thla dungeon panned
Thla dumb and dreary tewt

Waa thetra aoma daatard crime
That makea the blood run eotdt

There came a lima
When ther were poor and eld.

main N. Cumou,

The A mt Boanaaaakara.
Itw ther go forth looking, looking,

looking uptown, downtown, aldewara:
Looking for a plare to dwell In,
For a place to lire a apell ta,

And titer want It near tha rtdewara.

Now ther waadar through (ha dir.
Looking every night and day far

Thalr Ideal habitation.
Meal and light and eanltatlea,
Elegant and choice location,
Qnlle convenient to a elation.

ThAt'a the thing they alwaja lay far.
Thar can find, 100, their Ideal.
But they've got to take tha real,

Col to take what they can pay tar.
Vt. J. lMtrtcm.

Tha Day's Work.
From the Dnvtr Republican.

The dar'e work count
II Inn'l what

Toil mean lodes week ahead;
It lan'l what you know you II gain

When all annoyanrea nave fled;
II Ian I what you've dreamed and planned-Su- ch

hopea are but a phantom band
The day'a work counte

The day'a wort count
The foot you gained

Since yonder aim dlapolled tho dark".
Nail week, neat month, next year ara vala

Unto tha preaent aummoue bark;
How hae you tared abrad atnoe morn
in garnering life's oil Mid corn?

The day'a work counts.
' The day's work oounta

It ftn't much.
The gain of threw few painful houre;

Hut be content If there ts ahown
Some product of thoae aacred powera

Which aulda each mini!, uphold each hand,
hit l e with the belt at your command

The Uay'a work count!.

Dejection.
ytom tM Wflnmfon Staf.

The bee are aoftly humming
Aa they atp the bloasom cup

But the train will auon be coming.
We mutl pack the luggage up.

Now vacation dayi arc over.
Tbere Is no more time to ehlrk.

What's the good of bees and clover
When you've got to go to work?

Twilight hreerea aoftly Bowing
Will aalute the moon so bright.

Where the clouda are lightly going
In fantastSo fairy Bight,

And a fatnt and mystic far light
Through the landscape sems to lurk

Hut what Is the rood of starlight
When you've got to go to work?

Placid atream or Bashing fountain.
Leaf)- - nook or azure sky.

Hireling sea or wooded mountain.
How we hate to say "Cood-by:- "

How the sunshine and elation
Padc Into a gloomymurkt

Whst'a the good of all creation
When you're got to go to work

Th Joy of Bora.
P'ro-- n fit Detroit me Pren.

Thla year my home look good to ma.
Last summer, though. I took a trip.

And spent two gay weeks by the
And let my hard earned money slip.

The year before tha mountain heights
I stood upon the view to aee.

But man must pay for such delight.
Thla year my home looks good to rsa.

I'm weary now of foreign htlls.
Of distant rlwirms. where'er they b.

Of dlgrlng down for hotel bills.
I've no desire to make a trip.

Unless, of rouri.e. I cet one free:
1 shall not even pack a grip.

This year my home looks good to m.
Thla year my home looks good to me.

Upon my porch I think I'll stay,
And romo the children on mv knee

And pend two weeks with them In play.
In rlad content I'll sit and smoke.

I'll bask beneath my chestnut tree.
Of rourse It's true that I'm dead broke,

And to my home looks good to tne.

Spending Ibe Saatraar.
Frem tha rttttbuto Pott.

Sla had a food time while away,
As she has liner confessed.

Where she wss fashion ruled the day
And everybody dressed.

11a had a good time when she west
In battle line arrayed,

nr hours each day at bridge tbey spent
And everybody played.

And brother, he had quite a time.
He went where ripples swished.

Where wearing rood clothes waa a crime
And everybody fished.

But poor dad couldn't quit the grind
Or go where minnow lurkM.

WVte others loafed he at ve1 behind
Where everybody worked.

Bow to Keep Cool.
From Vie CiUoc" Etentne Pott.

Don't walk too fast.
Don't fuss and fret.

Don't row 'twill ba
Much hotter yef

Don't et too muob.
Don't drink at all '

Ot thlnt a composed
Ot alcohol.

Don't, when you rlso.-Loo-

out and aay:
"Thla one will be
A scorching day!"
Don't fan yourself

And shake your head
And ask your friends:

"Is my fleered'"
Don't read about

The aunatnick routs.
Don't read the old

Hot weather Jokes:
Don't work too hard;

Don1' try to aee
The rising of

The mercury.

Dont run for ear:
DonH wear your fur.

Don't atudy the
Thermometer:

Don't muse on bow
The seasons roll

And grieve about
Theprleo of coal.

Don't alt and gap:
Don't thlnkyou're hat-J- ust

cool of? with:
"I think I'm not."

And, more than that,
Don't read a rula

Beneath this head:
"How to Keep Cool."

Forecasting.
I've studied the bewitching aha.

I've tried tn every way to eon her.
And I have found the mercury

Has quite marked effect upon aer.

whene'er Ita cool aha flouts m not,
But shower me with smiles and favar:

But when It happens to ba hot
Her manner ot unktndness savors. 1

Thus am I very glad Indeed
Or I am mournful altogether

It Is no wonder that I read
All the predictions of the weatherl

NiTHAK If . I.TT.

Mansnlfled Merriment.
I made a Joke, and uttered It

Beside a mummy In a case,
And I could awear he mattered It,

Par, when I looked upon his fact,
Though many yeara bad taken flight

Mince he had bean upon the earth.
His countenance waa very bright,

He actually smiled with mirth.
"Why, ob, why," I cried, "thue grin!

What Is It that excite your gleet"
He auswered, "It I for a aln

Committed In the years B, 0.
Three thousand tlmea I made that Jsst.

Since then three thousand time ah ysai
I'v been aroused from my long rest,

And cursed earh lime that Jaat I'd hear.
It Is my punishment," quoth be,

"Wbene'er that hoary Joke Is said,
Hilarious I'm doomed to be,

Although I'd rather far ba deaoT
Tom cmiiau,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.'

Obscurely In the mllltla history of this
city before the organisation of the Na-
tional Ouard appears the name of Oapt.
Vincent, who seems to have been a mili-
tary Instructor. What Is known about
this officer? Milis Ifxcroa.

The reoorda of the Adjutant-Gener- at
Albany are not complete for that earlier
period. It Is a mllltla tradition that Cart.
Vincent commanded the Light Guard In
1147, a company of the then Uloventh
itegtment; later th designation became
the Twelfth. In th records Edward Vin-

cent appears as commanding some com-
pany of the Twelfth, but without speci-
fication of company, nor Is there any record
of the date of his commission. Ite trans-
ferred September !, 1SS5, to command
Company I, Fifty-fift- h Regiment: re-
signed, date not of record, but his suc-

cessor waa commissioned January 20, HG,
Capt. Vincent was Junior partner of the
firm of Brett Vincent and Is mentioned
In Barrett's "Old Merchants of New
York," volume 11, page 165, lie was a
descendant of French refugees who left
Banto Domingo In 1793 and fettled In
Norfolk, Ills father, Vincent Parloto, was
a merchant In Norfolk and had four sons,
of whom Edward was the eldest. Ed-

ward had acquired such skill In matters
of military drill that he was under salary
In hla command of the Light duard; th
money waa raised by subsarlptlon, for
this company was one of the show ob-

jects of th city.

A year or so ago you printed a note
as to a bakery where the sign read back-
ward and forward the same: what on
earth was the sign? It. N. Tjiaykrb.

Not only pallndrnmlcally but chrono-metrical- ly

does recollection lapae, for It
was more than aeven years ago. As
originally submitted the sign was said
to read "Treka Bakery," Treka being a
town in California. Other correspondents
were moved to recall a prior line on the
signboard, but they did not agree. On
recalled the sign In two Unci as "fl.
Onus's Yreka Bakery," another an-

nounced the proprietorship of N. A.
Noonan, each palindromic. In the course
of a few years the contention drifted out
to Treka and the enterprising editor of
th Journal there restored the classic
text. Just plain "Treka Bakery." It was
an opposition bread factory started In
1IC5, "where th Bee Ilkve store now
stand," and kept by Fred Bene The old
timers never beard of Gllllg or Noonan.
Treka has an Interesting name history,
one which shows that the pronunciation
of Wy-rek- a la correct. Its modern form
Is a contamination du to the fancied
alrallarlty to Eureka, the Grecian name
of a town In a neighboring county. Prop
erly, that Is to say In accord with the
usage of the KIkatslk Indians who gave
the name to Shasta Butte, It Is Wal-l-k-

Treka I found as early as 1160; In 1104
the variant T-e- appear In a report
on Indian affairs. .

Can yu throw any light on the erlgia
or th word buggy a applied to a car
riage? To an Inquiring friend Just now I
have made the offhand suggestion that It
probably due to the fact that orlclnally
there wu a vehicle called a spider phae-
ton. Thla name In turn came presumably
from the light skeleton structure of the
body of the vehicle combined with the
atrlklng resemblance which tn light
wheel with Its thin spoke bore to a spi-
der's wab. R. J. K. II.

Then It should b of Interest to know
that buggy Is not the America rtlam It Is
so commonly considered. The object and
Its name come Into English from India.
In Hlndostanl "bagglil" meana a light
travelling cart. Before a rational system of
transliteration was Introduced buggy very
well (represented the colloquial sound ot
the Indian word ; it I derived from the
verb "bag," meaning to b In motion.
After leaving India the word has divari-
cated : in England It Is used ot a light
vehicle with two wheels, In America f
on with four wheels.

In a list of the scanty delights of the
sailor's life at sea, lobscouse, black pan,
duff, I find Included mention of "Mother
Molly's Liverpool Twist." Can some
reader Inform me what that was and who
was Mother Molly? Henry Wakuiian.

Mother Molly must be left for the Identi-
fication of such aa were familiar with
waterside society on the Mersey tn the old
packet days. "Liverpool twist" used to
be common on the Western Ocean, a form
of tobacco which was preferred above the
plug. Aa Ita name Implies, It was to-

bacco leaf twisted Into a rope as thick
as a man's finger and about a foot In
length. After having been twisted tight
with a few drops of Jamaica rum for
flavoring the rope waa bent over on Itself
and both parts again twisted. As is the
case with all tobacco for sailors' use, thla
waa equally available for the pipe and for
th mouth.

A new departure In punctuation,
namely, that ot placing the punctuation
point after the second quotation mark,
seems to be coming Into vogue ; Is this,
strictly speaking, In good usage?

David A. Chaplain,
The usage Is good or other according

aa thai sense demands. If the punctua-
tion be an essential part of the passage
cited Its sign should be set within th
quotation mark; If the punctuation per-

tain to the sentence Including the quoted
matter then it should be ret without the
quotation mark. An Illustration Is better
than theory. "Lay on. Macduff," says
he, "and damned be htm that first cries
'Hold, Enough 1"' But: "damned be
htm", says he, "that first cries." Careful
proofreaders are thus punctuating the
best printed books ot the present day.

In a reeent Sunday Issue th question
I asked, "When did Tourgee' 'Hot
Ploughshares' come from the press?" and
you answer that "A Fool' Errand" was
published In 1177 and that his best work
was the North Carolina Code of Civil
Procedure, but nothing of "Hot Plough-
shares," which came from the press In
ItSS, according to the "Century Cyclo-psid- la

of Names." Ballston Lakk.
Th date of "Hot Ploughshares" waa

given quite as distinctly as the four dig-It- s

HIS could b expected to express. The
Interested attention of alert correspond
ents Is ao much enjoyed that a little thing
like that may cheerfully be pardoned.

Who was the author of the recitation
"Mary th Maid of the Inn"? K. L. T.

Southey wrote the poem. It seems odd
to obtain this hint that recitations are
still recited for public entertainment.
Seven yeara ago when this same question
was last put the querist mentioned the
pleasure whtch attended tho recitation of
tlds piece by Daniel Dougherty, now but
a name and a tradition of elocution.

The Erie Basin was at Corlear Haek.
omewhere I have the authority for this

statement. It Is trua that the maps do
not locate tho yard of Tlckett A Crock
ett, who built th Savannah.

Homa 8yuan Mott,

TT7

SCHOOL FOR OARS PLATERS.

Auction Bridge. C. D. gays: If the
dealer bids a spade and after second
hand passes the dealer's partner bids two
spades, what interpretation should ba put
on such a bid by the dealer, the game
being royal auction, new count?

Have no Idea, unless It Is to give the
dealer another chance to bid, which was
the practice under the old count i but that
Is useless under the new, as the dealer
has already declined to make a bid and
announces by his original epade call that
his hand Is not good for two tricks. If
the third hand has a long spade suit he
should make It royals. If he has nothing
at all he should leave it at a spade and be
sure of escaping with a maximum lots of
100 points.

B. C. saya : The dealer bids a spads
and A, second hand, has nothing but a
suit of five to the ace. Should he name
that suit or pass?

Pass. To take the dealer out of a
spade make Is bad policy to begin with
and to asaiime a contract to make aeven
tricks with only one In your hand Is
worae.

C C. O'L. says: 7, la the dealer when
A looks at one of his cards and remarks,
"This will take a trlclt, anyway." Z offers
to bet 11 that It will not and Is taken up.
During the bidding there le a declaration
out of turn and a new deal ts demanded
and agreed to. "tVhat about the bet on
the card In A's hand, which was the ace
of clubs?

A loses the bat, aa he made no condi-
tions. The case Is very similar to that
of the man who bet $100 that his yacht
would reach the first turning buoy In a
race In less than an hour. The race was
called off at the starting point for want
of sufficient entries and he lost his bet be-

cause he made no condition that the race
should be sailed. Such casei are usually
covered by the sporting phrase, "Play or
pay," which means that the bet Is lost If
the event does not come off.

F. M. M. says: We have a convention
that a two spade bid by the dealer mean
that he can support a nu trumper. This
bid having Ix-e-n mado and paused by thr
second hand, tho dealer's partner finds
htmself with four clubs, seven high ; three
ot each ot the other suit, eight or nine
high. As uctually played T bid three
Hpades, B said two hearts and the dealer
went two royals and lost heavily.

Thin Is a good example of an attempt
to apply the methods of bidding under
the old count to the declaration under
th new count Two spade show three
tricks In the dealer' hand, two of them
In the spade suit, but not more than four
spades tn all, or the bid would be a
royal. It means no more than any other
original sutt bid, so far as supporting a
no trumper goes. A T could not sup-

port anything and the call was not outbid,
he should have passed, and when B kindly
took them out ot It with a heart, the
dealer should huve dropped tt. To bid
two royals on a hand that did not Justify
a bid of one royal at the start, after his
'partner had passed and a suit was de-

clared against htm, would have been fool-

ish. The loss Is attributable to T'h
bidding three spades, which might have
misled K. If Ta idea was to give his
patrner another bid, he fell Into the old
error ot giving a player a chance which
that player has already declined to take
at cheaper rate. If the dealer had any
good declaration, he would have made It
at tha start.

A. C. says: The winning declaration
ts four diamond. One of the declarer's
ttlcks I complete but not turned down.
when the next trlclc Is completed. Before
either trick waa turned down the declarer
detected a revoke In tho first and proved
It. The penalty wan refused on the
ground that the trick waa not yet turned
down. '

Leading or playing to a succeeding trick
establishes the revoke, so that If It was
made tn the first of the two In question,
the player In error must hnv played to
the next. The fault seems to He with the
partner, who does not ask the usual ques-
tion. There ought to be a law that tt
a player does not ask his partner, when
he eees thnt partner renounce, he shall
pay the loss on the revoke. Good players
make It a rule to ask, "No spades, part-
ner'."' even If they know thirteen of the
suit are In sight.

C. II. K. asks In what way B's bid is
Irregular, as stated In the answer to P.
M. two weeks ago. "T corrects a bid
of two clubs to the three clubs necessary
to overoll the previous bid. rind then
passes. B bids two no trumps."

The Irregularity of B's bid lies In the
fact that he had no right to bid at all, but
when neither of his opponents objected to
It, but passed It, and played the hand eut
on It, the Irregularity Is condoned. The
law says that B cannot bid unless one of
his opponents bids higher or doubles A's
amended call. T does neither. He passes.
But any Irregularity goes If no one ob-

jects to tt.

H, T. C. aaks where copies of the offi-
cial laws for royal auction may be ob-
tained.

The official laws are published by The
Whist Club, 13 West Thlrty-slxt- h street.
New Tork city, but the new code, giving
the new count, will not be ready for dis-
tribution until next month. Address the
secretary, Clarence A. Henrique.

J. T. O. says: Mr Dartner deal and
bids a club. I hold five top honors In dia-
monds, nothing else, and am run iid to
three diamonds by an opponent's heart,
bid, my partner passing. When three
nearl are bid against me should I pass
or go four diamonds, It being the rubber
game?

If It looks as If they would go gats In
hearts and win tho rubber It la worth
while to bid as high as five diamonds to
save tt, as the most you can lose, even If
doubled, Is 400 In penalties, less flv hon-
ors In one hand, worth Sfi, This Is based,
of course, on the dealers having two
tricks In his hand to Justify his opening
call, which, with your five sure trick In
trumps, is seven certain.

Euchre. J. M. C. says: We ar playing
five hand, two lowest men to pay. A
wants J, B and C 2 each, when A Is
euchred. A contends that he doea not
lose the game becauso there must be only
two men In when the gnme Is finished.

If the stipulation is for the two lowest
men to lose when the gams ends, and It
ends, when B and C got out by euchring
A and his partners, the loss must fall on
the two that hare the lowest scores of
the three left tn.

Poker. OH A. L. says: A player asks
for a card and it ts so held by the dealer
that the player says he can name It and
calls the four of clubs. Thn card Is faced
and proves to be the six. Is his hand foul,
or must he take the card? If ho had called
It correctly could he have demanded
another?

Ho must take the card, no matter what
tt Is. The fact that he could gut a peep
et It before It was dealt to him, does not
compel him to tell tho whole table what he
Is about to get Unless the card Is ex-

posed face up by the dealer- - In the act of
dealing It tho player must keep It. What
dlffcrrnce dues It nmUo whether the player
knows a accond or two sooner what ho Is
going to get, or waits until be picks It ud
and looks at lit

CUTTING CARRARA MARBLE.

Italian Moantalns of It Have Beea
Qaarrlad Over 2,00 Yeara.

Contrary to'general belief, the Carrara
Mountains, or Apuan Alps, are not com-
posed entirely of marble, although de-

posits occur throughout the group,
whtch extends nearly parallel with the
Italian coast for about forty miles, from
Aulla to Lucca. Undoubtedly the larg-
est and best deposits ure at or near Car-
rara, where there are 495 quarries (out
of a total of 722 In the entire district)
In active operation.

The product of these Carrara quarries
has been known for centuries through-
out the civilized world;, end although
other marble has been sought and many
deposits have been discovered and de-

veloped In other countries tt Is stated
In Consular and Trade Keportt that no
superior or equeal of the Carrara prod-
uct has yet been found.

This Is shown by the fact that the de-

mand steadily Increases despite the ad-

vanced cost of production of recent
years, which has caused higher prices.
In fact, the demand for certain quali-
ties of Carrara marble Is often greater
than the supply. Thla was the case In
1911, when 290,664 metric tons of rough
marble and marble manufacturer) wero
shipped from the Carrara and neigh-
boring quarries and atudlos.

And although this was 13,921 tons
higher than any previous year's record.
there wan an unsatisfied demand for
rough blocks estimated at 4,000 tons
more, part of which was carried over for
fulfilment In 1912 and the remainder
was diverted elsewhere. This failure
on the part of the Carrara Industry to
meet the demand Is probably due to a
shortage In f)rst and good second
quality white and tome of the veined
and colored marbles. Of third and
fourth quality marble there was prob
ably an overaupply quarried.

Although denied by the principal
quarry owners, It is generally believed
that first and second quality ordinary
Carrara marble Is diminishing in quan-
tity and that the quarries prodttco an In
creasing percentage of third and lower
qualities. It Is certain that there Is a
strong tendency on the part of the
producers to shift the clas.illlcutlons so
that a good second becomes a fair first,
a good third a fair or poor second, &c,

On the other hand it must be remem
bered that ns quarrying booh deeper
the quality of the product vurlvs, and if
there has been a Hhortage of the best
qualities of marble for some time It is
Just as llkly to improve In the future.
In many of tho quarries there Is a
marked improvement In quality as com-
pared with tho production of the same
quarries a year or two ago.

The Jagged, rough, precipitous char-
acter o'f the Apuan Alps and the pecul-
iar geologic formation of the deposits,
which cantbe expressively likened to a
tortuous, broken puzzle, dldlcult of ac- -
ceK, account In a great measure for tho
slow and unique manner In which the
Carrara Industry has developed an com
pared with the marble Industry in
America. But the main reason for the
slow development and Improvement Is
the lack of unity on the part of the
owners.

The marble was quarried as far back
as several centuries before Christ, when
the Etruscans, with no other tools than
sledge and wedge, split oft the out-
cropping strata by main force. After
them came the Romans, who continued
to quarry Carrara marble until the fall
of the empjre. After that It was appar
ently rorgouen lor centuries until tne
great religious awakening of the early
Mlddlo Ages took place. This renewed
the demand for marble and, being fol
lowed by the artistic revival of the fif
teenth century, gave the Industry an
Impetus which has lasted to the pres
ent time.

The wasteful process of quarrying by
means of blasting powder is still In uha
to a great extent, although It Is be
ing rapidly replaced, wherever pos
sible, by the employment of the end
less, Hplral grooved wire. This wire,
usually about 1,000 feet long, worltn
tlshtly stretched over a system of pul
leys attached to standards, two of
which are placed on either side ot tho
section to be cut.

Hard sand, brought from Vlaregglo
for the purpose, Is mixed with water
and allowed to flow In steady stream
under the rapidly moving wire. This
produces a clean cut. The wire work-
ing at full capacity will cut a surface
of about 700 square feet 1 1 forty-eig-

hours and consumes during that time
about nine tons of sand. One of the
most serious problems of the quarry
owners Is the accumulation of enor-
mous quantities of waste. Sometimes
It Interferes so much with operations
as to render them unprofitable.

The only use that has been found for
the waste Is for the manufacture of
granlto, used for maklng'terrnzzo (ter-
race) floors, and the dust resulting
from thin process Is one of the most
Important Ingredients used tn the
manufacture of glass, but the total
amount ot waste consumed In this way
is insignificant. In places it has en-

croached on the loading stages of the
railway and high retaining walls have
been constructed along the roads lead-
ing to the quarries to save them from
obstruction. No solution of the prob-
lem has yet been found, though many
suggestions have been made. Probably
the most feasible one. Is to construct
aerial cables to carry all new. waste
to the lowlands.

When the blocks are ready to bo
marketed they are placed on skids and
lowered by special gangs of men, known
as llzzatori, down the mountainside
with the aid of very large hemp cables
or ox eams to tho loading hinges of
the marble railway, as the case may
demand. The majority of the blocks In-

tended for export are shipped on the
marble railway to thn seaport (Marina
dl Carrara), there to be loa'ded from
the double tracked wooden piers (Which
are equipped with one 25 ton electric
and several hand cranes) onto sailing
vessels which carry them direct to
Mediterranean ports or transship them
on steamers at Genoa or Leghorn for
longer Journey,

There ore at present 12,000 men and
boys employed in the quarries. In the
ISO sawmills distributed over the sumo
section there are 2,000 men and boys
employod. In the studios and marblo
workshops there are 2,540, and engaged
In transportation and loading of marble
there are 1,425 more, making a total
male working population of 1T,9U5, Of
these, 680 are boys under 15 years of
age. The estimated total capital In the
Industry Is 132,000,000, 10 per cent, of
whtch la foreign (mostly English) and
90 per cent Italian.

The present union prices per cubic
meter, f, e. b. Carrara, for. ordinary
white Carrara marble, known In the
trade as Blanco Chtaro, are, according
to size of blocks: First quality, 136.67
to $63.69; second quality, J32.S1 to
$35.97; third quality, $28.95 to $48.25;
fourth quality, $27.98 to $39.56. (One
cublo meter equals 35,814 cublo feat,
and welch annroxlmatelv 6.077 nounds.)

(Blocki ot real itat.'.ry marbl ar ot

often sold by cublo measure. Tha value
of the first quality Is $140 to $500 per
cubic meter, according to the olze of the
blocks,

In addition to the ordinary Carrara I

and statuary marble there Is an Inter-- , I

mediate grade known as Blanco 1?.. or
wjitte pure. It has a very fine texture
and Is a dead white In color, the best
quality being, without markings or
veins. It Is found In the Massa and
Pletrasanta quarries and la used mostly
for ecclesiastical statuary and altar
work, and Is valued at about 30 per
cent, mora, than first, quality ordinary.
There Is also a grade known aa Kngllsh
veined marble, which In similar to first
quality ordinary In texture and color
and has dellcato black veins.

The colored marbles vary even more
In price, the finer gradra selling as high
aa $10 a cubic foot. The grades beat
known In America ore: Itardlgtlo
(dark dove colored with occasional
whitish veins), found in alternate
strata with ordinary white marble:
Paonazzo, (varicolored mottles and
veins on a cream colored background),
Paonazzetto (alternate white and dark
background with fine colored Inter- -
laced veins); Brecce, sometimes quar
ried In very large blocks, In a compact
conglomerate containing a large pro-
portion of flint, and In color It varies
from ash gray to a blood red In ground,
penetrated In every direction by yellow,
blue, white and red veins and markings.
There are numerous other colored mar-
bles found around Carrara which are '
much less known commercially than
those mentioned, though none the less
valuable.

RECLAIMIITO THE DESERT.

sovernsnent aaendlasr Mtlltaas la
Grsmt TrrtgatUa Frnlecta.

On of the great problems of Weatrm
America has been that of reclaiming the
desert In order to make th Und,
wonderfully rich in every other respect,
produce in paying quantities water Is
necessary.

Irrigation wasundertaken by tha In-
dians hundreds of years before Colum-
bus discovered America, as tho famous
flpanlsh explorer, Don Francisco Vas-qtt-

Coronado, and his brave conqujs-tadore- s
found on their trip to New

Mexico In '1540. They enme across
crude Irrigation ditches conveying water
from the nio Orande to little plots af
land upon which the Indian women
raised sufficient' crops to appease tha
hunger of their braves. Many of those
aamc ditches, though extended, are still
In use, a more adequate system not
having been devised, although nearly
four hundred yeara have elapsed since
their discovery.

The great Increase in the popula-
tion of tho United State during the last
fifty years, says John Dugger In Col-Uer- 's

VTreklv, has forced the people
westward Into the arid regions, making
It necessary to increase the agricul-
tural area, and In order to do this some
means of reclaiming the desert has had
to be discovered.

Upon Investigation many areas were
found where water could be stored or
diverted, and thus made to reclaim
thousands upon thousands of acres of
barren waste, but the expense of doing
thla was found tobe beyond the pock- -
ets of the average land owners, and
capital could only be Interested In a
very few cases.

The United States Government wan
finally appealed to, and the present
reclamation service was established un-

der the Department of the Interior. Thn
service has been active for about ten
years, and during that time has suc-
ceeded In bringing into bearing thou-
sands of acres of what was once quite
worthless desert.

Projects have been completed In "Wyo-

ming, Montnna, Idaho, California, New
Mexico, .rlzotin and many other West-
ern States and the appropriations thus
far from Congress for the work have
been more than $30,000,000, all of which
will eventually be returned. Those own-
ing land which line been reclaimed by
the Government have agreed to pay for
the delivery of water thereon at the
rate of around $35 an acre, same to b
due In ten or more equal annual Instal-
ments, the first to be made upon com
pletion of the project. The largest dam
thus far completed Is the Roosevelt dam
In the Salt Hlvr Valley, Arizona. It
Irrigates some 200,000 acres of 'and and
cost $8,000,000.

The largest task yet undertaken by
the reclamation service Is the Engle or
Elephant Butto project In the lower RI11

Grande Valley of Now Mexico. Tho
construction of this plant linn been un-

der way since November, 1910. It will
be completed In 1917 .and will be the
largest and most expensive Irrigation
system In the world. The cost will he
more than $10,000,000, of which $S,000,-00- 0

has already been appropriated by
Congress. Tho dam Is oclng constructed
of rubble concrete, 400,000 cubic yardi
being calculated by the reclamation en-

gineers as the amount necessary. One
end of the great wall of concrete will
be anchored to tho Klrphant Butte, from
which the project takes Its name, und
the other end will extend Into a great
mountain of rock.

Tho BIo Grando Is being dlvertsd
through a huge concrete fluino so thnt
the foundation work may be corrled on
without interference. The foundntlon,
1,000 feet long nnd 200 feet wide. Is be
ing laid 65 feet below tho river bed.
The dam will bo 2C5 feet high above th
foundation and 1,480 feet long on top.
It will slope up gradually from the base
and a driveway 20 feet wide will extend
between parapet walln across the entlro
length. This great artificial mountain of
concrete placed In the channel of the
Rio Grando will mako tho largest arti-
ficial body of water In the world a to-

tal of 2,760,000 acre feet of Mored water,
enough to submergo tho entlro Stuto of
Rhndo Island moro than three feet.

Tho lake will cover 41,ISO acres of ground
from 20O foot to 10 feet deep, and will bo
forty mileB long and from onu to ten mile
wide. It will never go dry, and will irri- -

180,000 acres of land in New Mexico,
exasand Old Mexico, extending from the

dam site, 125 miles north of El Paso, down
the Rio Orande Valley, a distance of 100
miles. Separate diversion dams and canal
system will be constructed for Las Pa --

lomas, Rlncon, Mesllla auci F.l Paso val-It- s.

Th diversion dam in Mesllla ValUy.
known as Ieasburg Unit, irrigating 26.00)
acres, is already in operation. Of thvi
180,000 acres to le reclaimed by the project
110,000 are in New Mexico, 40,000 tn Texaa,
and 30,000 in old Mexico, the latter lieing
necessary because ot Mexico'u claim tn
prior water rights,

Tho Government owns all tho land sur-
rounding the great reservoir, and it ha
been set aside us a hint preserve. The
lake will be the largest south of Great Rait
Lake und west of the Rocky Mountains.
It will have many bays and inlets, will be
stocked by the Government with bass and
other fish, nnd will afford camping places
for alt who desire to take advantage of

Iilke the Roosevelt dam In Arizona, thi
Kreat body of imprisoned water will serr
another purjioso than that of giving life
to the stretches of desert to the south. It
will - harnessed at tho spillways and will
duiiish (xiwvr for electrioity which wjll
be transmitted to cities, mines and farms
str tubing over an area of more than

ml las.


